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Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the act of using another person's ideas or words in your writing without acknowledging the source. Failure to cite (give credit to) the source constitutes plagiarism. You may use someone's words or thoughts; however, you must cite the source BOTH in the parenthetical (internal) documentation AND on your works-cited page.

Whether intentional or not, plagiarism is very serious and can result in a failing grade. In some cases, plagiarism in college or the literary world can result in more serious consequences, such as failing a course or expulsion.

How to include information from the following passage found on p. 427 of A.L. McLeod's Masterpieces of African-American Literature?

Throughout Songs of Jamaica, there are intimations that McKay foresaw his intent to return to his native land and to the green hills of the Clarendon district, which held such an attraction for him.

Plagiarized: McKay's poems in Songs of Jamaica foreshadow his travels back to his native land.

Correctly Cited: McKay's desire to return to his native land is present in the poetry of Songs of Jamaica (McLeod 427).

The three main methods to include information from a source :

· Quoting 

· An author's exact words should be enclosed in quotation marks. Use ellipsis points (…) when you want to omit a portion of the quotation; use brackets [ ] to add letters or words of your own to clarify or explain a point or to make grammatical sense.  A direct quotation is not the same thing as a line of dialogue.   Often, exact words from a source should be blended into your own text.

Original Text: "Jay Gatsby is portrayed as a dreamer and optimist whose dream is beyond his reach."

Embedded quotation: Gatsby's attempt to marry Daisy supports critic Jane Smith's belief that he is "a dreamer…whose dream is beyond his reach" (25).

· Paraphrasing 

· Paraphrasing is putting the author's ideas and details into your own words.  Use paraphrasing when you want to include three or more sentences from a source.

Original Text: Source: Fleming, page 196

Meanwhile, in the English newspapers, Franklin began a task that was to occupy him for the next ten years--defending America's reputation against volleys of abuse fired at the Colonies by outraged Britons, who could see no reason why Americans should not pay the same taxes they paid at home.

Paraphrase: For ten years in London, Franklin acted as an agent for several of the American colonies. During this time, he wrote letters and articles that were printed in British newspapers, explaining the position of the American people as they sought to avoid the taxes being imposed on them (Fleming 196).
· Summarizing 

· Summarizing is putting the author's main ideas into your own words.  Use summarizing when including one or more paragraphs from a source.

Original Text: Source: Fleming, page 287

Meanwhile, Franklin kept the pressure on the French, writing letters that were aimed at forcing France to abandon its policy of watchful waiting.

Summary: In France, he began a letter-writing campaign to gain French support for the American colonies' cause (Fleming 287).
Parenthetical Citations   (Internal) 

· Typical Cases 
Within your paper, put only the author's last name and the page number in parentheses immediately after the information:

Armstrong became "an international star famed for his gravel-voiced singing and broad comedy effects as well as his playing" (Harrison 288).

Notice that there is no “p.” or comma between author's name and page number, and the ending punctuation is after the citation. If the author is mentioned in the text, (s)he does not need to be identified in the parenthetical documentation:

In the late Renaissance, Machiavelli contended that human beings were by nature "ungrateful" and "mutable" (1240), and Montaigne thought them "miserable" and "puny" (1343).

· Special Cases 

· No author: 

Give the first main word of the title and page number.

Example: (Jazz 330).
· Author's name in text: 

Give only the page number.

Example: Ronald Banks called him the greatest trumpet player ever (331).
· No author, no page number (such as website):

Give the first main word of the title only.

Example: (Jazz)

Exception:  If an electronic source has section numbers or paragraph numbers, those would be used in place of the page number.  Example:  (Jazz sec. 3 or Jazz par. 5)

· Two or more books by the same author: 

Put the author's last name, a comma and then the first main word of the title.

Example: During the 1930s Armstrong "led a large orchestra and toured the world" (Becker, Satchmo 25).
· Two or three authors: 

Use all last names. Do not alphabetize.

Examples: He was a leading influence in the growth of jazz (Eastwood, Van Cleef, and Wallach 324-25).
· Four or more authors: 

Use the last name of the first author listed and et al. (Latin for and others).

Example: (Hearst et al. 96).
· More than one author with the same last name: 

Add the first initial.

Example: (C. Eastwood 24).
· Editor but no single author: 

Treat as an author.
· Line from a play: 

Use numbers for documenting acts and scenes in plays. 
(This example shows the quote comes from Act I, scene V, line 140.)
Example: During a conversation with her nurse, Juliet admits that Romeo is "[her] only love sprung from [her] only hate!" (Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet 1.5.140).
· Line from a poem: 

Give line numbers, not page numbers: (lines 12-14). Additional line references omit the word lines.

Example: The hero suddenly realizes that he has "miles to go before [he sleeps]” (Frost line 15).
Print Resources  (Work Cited)
· Books  
A works-cited entry for any book must include the following: 

Last Name, First.  Title of Book.  Place of Publication:  Publisher, Date. Medium.
· One author 
Alphabetize the titles of works by the same author. When more than one title by the same author is included in the Works Cited, the author's name must be indicated by three hyphens, followed by a period.
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. USA:  Barnes & Noble, Inc., 1993. Print.
- - -. Sense and Sensibility. China: Barnes & Noble Publishing, Inc., 2006. Print.
· Two or more authors 

List authors as shown on title page; do not alphabetize. Reverse only the name of the first author, add a comma, and give the other name or names in normal form. Place a period after the last name. If there are more than three authors, name only the first and add et al.

Cantor, Dorothy W., Toni Bernay, and Jean Stoess. Women in Power: The Secrets of Leadership. Boston, MA:  Houghton Mifflin, 1992. Print.
· Encyclopedias
If there’s a main editor, list editor instead of author.  If no editor is listed, begin entry with subject.

If the encyclopedia is alphabetical, no page is needed.
Sparks, Karen Jacobs, ed. “Environmental Issues.” Encyclopaedia Britannica 2009 Book of the Year.  Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 2009: 234. Print.
· Magazines or Newspapers
Include the following information:

Author (if given) 
Title of article (in quotation marks) 
Title of periodical (italics) 
Date of publication (day month year) 
Pages (Include beginning and ending pages or use + if pages are not consecutive)
Medium 

· Article in a monthly or quarterly magazine
Bourne, Jr. Joel K. "The End of Plenty: The Global Food Crisis." National Geographic  June 2009:  26+. Print.
· Article in a weekly magazine

Brimelow, Peter. "Gender Politics."  Forbes 14 March 1994:  46-47. Print.
· Film or Video

Lord of the Rings: Fellowship of the Ring. Dir. Peter Jackson. 2001. New Line Cinema, 2002. DVD.
· Song (if playing in presentation or using lyrics from jacket… if using lyrics from website, use internet citation)

Buble, Michael. “Home.” It’s Time.  DRG, 2005. MP3 file.
Internet Resources 

*Note: Only valid internet sources should be used; Wikipedia and blogs are not valid.
· World Wide Web (WWW) 
Include the following information when available:
Last name, first name of author, editor, etc. (do not include if there is none)
Title of work (in quotation marks) 
Title of the web site (italics) 
Publisher of the web site

Date of publication
Medium (“Web”)

Date of Access

Complete web address or URL (put in < >)
· Website
Jordan, Marguerite. "DEP Agent Arrests Roto-Rooter Employee for Illegally Dumping Raw Sewage."  Florida Department of Environmental Protection. State of Florida, 17 July 2009. Web. 24 July 2009. <http://www.dep.state.fl.us/secretary/news/2009/07/0717_01.htm>.

“A Snapshot of Homelessness.”  The National Alliance to End Homelessness.  2000. Web. 21 February 2004. <http://www.endhomelessness.org/pub/tenyear/demograp.htm>.
· Online Encyclopedia
“Widgeon.” Encyclopaedia Britannica Online. Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2009. Web. 1 October 2009. <http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/643395/wigeon>. 

· Online Magazine or Newspaper
Harmon, Katherine. "A Less Shady Future: Could Climate Change Mean Fewer Clouds?" Scientific American 23 July 2009: 1-2. Web. 24 July 2009. <http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=climate-change-and-clouds>.
· Online Databases or Subscription Services
Include the following information as is available:  

Last name, first name of author, editor, etc. (if given) 
Title of the article

Publication information (as required for print source)
Title of the database (italics)

Medium (“Web”)
Date of access
Complete web address or URL (put in < >)

Walsh, Bryan. “The New Age of Extinction.” Time 13 April 2009: 43-50. Student Research Center. Web. 24 July 2009. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=mih&AN=37317067&site =src-live&scope=site>.
Abbreviations for information not available
· n.p. – No Publisher
· N.p. – No Place of Publication
· n.d. – No Date of Publication
· N. pag. – No Page(s)
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