	Health Care Industry
	Career
	Median Income
	Nature of Work
	Working Conditions
	Job Outlook

	High School
	Medical Secretaries
	$25,430
	Transcribe dictation, prepare correspondence and reports for doctors, may help set up conferences, travel arrangements or assist in professional publications
	Office-based; long periods of sitting and use of computers can lead to eye-strain or carpal tunnel syndrome.
	Medical secretary positions should maintain average growth through 2012.  Other types of secretaries, especially executive and administrative assistants will grow more slowly during the same time period.

	Licensed
	Emergency Medical Technicians and Paramedics
	$24,030
	Offer medical help in emergency situations, assess patient’s level of injury and relay appropriate information to other medical professionals
	Field work – should have good eyesight and agility and be able to lift heavy loads – long periods of sitting in a vehicle – potential exposure to contagious diseases
	Job growth in this field should be faster than average through 2012

	Associates Degree
	Medical Records and Health Information Technicians
	$23,890
	Organize patient files and ensure their completeness.  Responsible for medical coding which assigns codes to procedures done and conditions diagnosed
	Office-based; long periods of sitting and use of computers can lead to eye-strain or carpal tunnel syndrome.  Need to pay close attention to detail
	Job growth in this field should be faster than through 2012

	Bachelors Degree
	Dietitians and Nutritionists
	$41,170
	Can work for institutions or private practice.  Plan healthy meal programs and counsel people on healthy eating habits.
	Work environment varies – some is office-based while others work in kitchens.  Most will spend long hours on their feet.
	Average growth through 2012 due to growing trend of disease prevention through diet.

	Professional Degree
	Surgeons
	$255,438
	Examine and counsel patients, perform surgeries, interpret tests.
	Often encompasses long hours – nearly 1/3rd reported working 60+ hours in 2002 – stand for long periods of time during operations
	Average growth through 2012


Summary: The data gathered shows salaries in health care see a sharp rise with at least a four year degree.  The majority of these careers involve direct contact with the public so people skills should be evaluated when considering this field.  Health careers seem to offer varied work environments so those wanting a more stable office environment or a more exciting hands-on experience can both find a home in this discipline.  Health careers show average to above average growth through 2012, so job opportunities should be readily available at all levels.  
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