Name: ______________________
GROWING _UP_ONLINE 

Video 

Open a blank word document and answer the following questions.  Please use complete sentences.  Make sure your name is on your paper and turn it into the sub.  

What is your initial reaction to the program? What did you like or dislike about it? 

At home, how often are you online? 

At school, how often are you online? 

 In the introduction to the program, the narrator says: "This is Morris County, N.J., but it could be anywhere in America. Here, like in the rest of the country, some 90 percent of teenagers are online, a number that’s still growing." From what you saw in the film, is Morris County indicative of a typical American community? 
Why or why not?
 Is it like your community? 

One student claims he "never reads books" but relies on summaries and annotated notes he finds on Web sites. He confesses that he feels guilty about this, stating, "I feel like I kind of cheated it." Should he feel guilty? 
Why or why not? 

One teen describes MySpace and Facebook as fun because they are "a section of the Internet that’s your own." How is a profile -- an online space -- similar to and different from other parts of the world that are your own, like your bedroom, school locker or diary? 
As shown in the program, social networking sites can be used as a way to "talk junk," insult others or hash out conflicts. Is fighting online a relatively safe way to express negative emotions in responding to others (without having to deal with them face to face)? Or does online fighting do more harm than good? 

Some teens, like Autumn Edows, feel like they can be someone else online. Sara, however, mentioned that while she has to play a role in real life, she can be more authentic online. What do you feel when you’re online? Can you be more real and authentic, who you really are, or do you enjoy feeling like you’re someone else, or playing around with your identity? 

 When you think of stuff to post on your profile, who is the main audience you’re communicating to? Who are other potential audiences that might be viewing, but that you might not think of when you post things? 

In the program, we see parents who are actively monitoring teens’ online use and other parents who are not. What factors play a role in whether or not a parent will be involved in monitoring teens’ online media use? From your point of view, what forms of involvement are most useful? Least useful? 

At the end of the program, Greg decides it’s time for him to "disconnect" by going to the Coast Guard Academy, where he will spend seven weeks without cell phones or the Internet. Have you ever thought about "disconnecting" from it all? Do you think it would be easy or difficult? What would you enjoy or dislike about disconnecting? 

